
 
 

BWIS Meeting Agenda – February 20th, 2024 
 

1. Welcome 
a. February is Black History Month. 

i. BWIS members are encouraged to attend and support BNL’s African American Affinity 
Group (AAAG) events. For info, visit https://www.bnl.gov/aaag/. 

ii. Note, during Employee Resource Group (ERG) theme months, BWIS does not host or 
publicize its own events, out of respect and as an agreement between the BNL ERG’s. 

b. DEI Quarterly Theme – Inclusion 
i. https://www.bnl.gov/training/professional-development/dei-quarterly/inclusion.php 

 
2. General updates  

a. BWIS Retreat! (February 23rd from 3:00 – 5:00 PM) – Jenn 
i. Open to board members and BWIS members interested in becoming board members 

ii. Activities: meditation/relaxation, art making, etc. 
b. iSpeak Clearly Workshop (March 20th, 9am – 4pm) – Megan 

i. Call for applicants went out to BWIS board members today 
ii. Will be extended to BWIS members next week to fill any remaining seats 

c. Networking Breakfast (April 2nd) – David, Xi, and Lacy 
i. All is moving forward as planned 

d. Media trend video (“I’m a woman in STEM, of course I…”) 
i. Looking for people to participate in short video clips 

ii. Please contact Danielle Roedel, Media Office, at droedel@bnl.gov. 
e. BWIS LinkedIn – Jenn 

i. Merging with BWIS ERG pages 
ii. Currently scouting for new domain names 

f. Craft Table at BERA Easter Egg Hunt Event (March 23rd at 10:00 AM) 
i. Looking for two volunteers to host a craft table 

1. Need ideas for crafts 
2. Will need to commit by end of this week or next, so please let Jessica 

(jgasparik@bnl.gov) know if interested in participating. 
g. BERA trip to see “Suffs” on Broadway  

i. Saturday, March 30th 
ii. $115 total for ticket and LIRR trip  

iii. Available for purchase at the BERA store 
h. Career fair – March 16th – Menzel 

i. Looking for volunteers/representatives to host an ERG table 
1. Volunteers would be talking to potential employees 
2. If interested, let Menzel know at mjones@bnl.gov. 

i. Big Bang Lab-wide Event (February 29th) 
i. Looking for volunteers 

ii. Great chance to network and boost our membership 
 

3. Awards 
a. Joanna Fowler Award – Megan and Sanjaya  

i. Call for applicants is now open. Apply at: https://www.bnl.gov/bwis/scholarships/ 
ii. Will be open for two months to get as many applicants as possible 

iii. There will be two awards, $4,000 each 
iv. Announcement has been posted to social media 

b. Gertrude Scharff-Goldhaber Award – Marc-André and Jessica  
i. Call for applicants is now open. Apply at: https://www.bnl.gov/bwis/scholarships/ 



 
 

ii. April 1st deadline 
iii. Prize for $4,000 
iv. Updated newsroom article to be released soon 

c. Renate Chasman Award – Ed and David 
i. Applicant call is open 

ii. $3,400 prize 
d. Mentorship Award – David 

i. Updates next meeting 
 

4. Upcoming events 
Women’s History Month speakers:  
o March 1st - BWIS Flag Raising  
o March 8th - International Women’s Day Seminar with Dr. JoAnne Hewett 
o March 13th - BWIS Speaker Series: Dean Estella Atekwana 
o March 20th – iSpeak Clearly Workshop  
o March 21st - Interlaboratory Speaker: Kate Maxwell 
o April 2nd - BWIS Networking Breakfast and Panel Discussion  

Panelists: Shruti Sharma, Kerstin Kleese Van Dam, Silvia Verde Andres, Jenn Maldonado 
and Guimei Wang 

5. Other updates 
a. Treasury updates – Kelly Anne, Loralie 
b. Any others 
 

6. Presentation of BNL Entrepreneurial Training Program by Michael J. Bebon  
(3:45 – 4:00 PM) 


